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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Examiner notes that applicant is evoking 35 U.S.C. 1 12, 6 th paragraph in (claim 

1 , line 8) by reciting: "means for" releasably mounting the shopping list on a first surface 
of said planar member... 

Examiner notes that applicant is evoking 35 U.S.C. 1 12 6 th paragraph in (claim 1 , 
line 20) by reciting: "means for" releasably mounting the planar member on the flat 
substrate... 

2. Claims 1 - 10 &12 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Amundson et al., (U.S. Patent Number 4685701 ) in view of Hicks 
(U.S. Patent Number 3881 267) and Dunning (U.S. Patent Number 6299119). 
Amundson et al., discloses the rigid substantially planar member (12) (See Figure 1) 
sized to support the shopping list (14) (See Figure 2) when the shopping list (14) is 
mounted thereon (column 2, lines 20 - 29) (See Figure 2). 
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Amundson et al., also discloses means (16) to releasably mount on the first 
surface of the planar member (12) (column 2, lines 20 - 29) (See Figure 2). 

However, Amundson et al., does not disclose means to releasably mount the 
shopping list on the first surface of the planar member. 

Hicks teach means (55) to releasably mount the shopping list (60) on the first 
surface of the planar member (22) (column 3, lines 4-13) (See Figures 1 & 2) for the 
purpose of securing loose paper articles. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make means to releasably mount the shopping list on the first 
surface of the planar member as taught by Hicks with the shopping list writing tablet and 
mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance anchoring and securing small 
individual loose paper items. 

However, Amundson et al., does not disclose means to mount on the second 
side of the planar member, opposite the first side, to releasably mount the planar 
member on the flat substrate. 

Dunning teaches means (25) to mount on the second side (23) (See Figure 2) of 
the planar member (10), opposite the first side (20) (See Figure 1), to releasably mount 
the planar member (10) on the flat substrate (column 5, lines 47 - 50). 

Amundson et al., discloses at least one clip (19) hingedly mounted (See Figures 
1 & 3) by the hinge means (22) to the second side (See Figures 1 & 3) of the planar 
member (12) (See Figure 1) to rotate about the hinge (22) between the closed position 
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(See Figure 3) substantially flush against the second side (See Figure 3) of the planar 
member (12) and the open position (See Figures 1 & 3) substantially orthogonal to the 
second side (See Figure 3) of the planar member (12) wherein, in the open position 
(See Figure 3), the chip (19) is disposed to releasably mount onto the elongated handle 
(18) (column 2, lines 35 - 38) (See Figures 1 & 3), and wherein in the closed position 
(See Figure 3) the clip (19) is retracted so as to not interfere with operation (See Figure 
3). 

However, Amundson et al., does not disclose the means to releasably mount the 
planar member of the flat substrate. 

Dunning teaches means (25) to releasably mount the planar member (10) of the 
flat substrate (column 5, lines 47 - 50). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the means to releasably mount the planar member of the 
flat substrate as taught by Dunning with the shopping list writing tablet and mounting 
system of Hicks in order to enhance posting and mounting flexibility. 

Amundson further discloses each clip (19) of the at least one clip (19) (See 
Figures 1 & 3) having at least one arm (21) defining an aperture (20) and the opening 
(20) (See Figure 3), the opening (20) cooperating with the aperture (20) to pass the 
handle (18) (See Figure 3) through the opening into the aperture (20) (See Figure 3). 

However, Amundson et al., does not disclose the friction member mounted in 
cooperation with the aperture when the clip is in the open position so as to bear the 
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friction member against and frictionally engage the handle when the handle is 
releasably mounted in the aperture. 

Hicks teaches the friction member (73 & 74) mounted in cooperation with the 
aperture (See Figures 1 & 3) when the clip (69 &71) is in the open position (See Figure 
3) so as to bear the friction member (73 & 74) against and frictionally engage the handle 
(80) (See Figure 1) when the handle (80) is releasably mounted in the aperture (See 
Figure 3) for the purpose of reliable positioning anchoring and prevent movement. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the friction member mounted in cooperation with the 
aperture when the clip is in the open position so as to bear the friction member against 
and frictionally engage the handle when the handle is releasably mounted in the 
aperture as taught by Hicks with the shopping list writing cart tablet and mounting 
system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance adequate anchoring security and 
prevent movement. 

Regarding claim 2, Hicks discloses the means to releasably mount the shopping 
list (60) is the resilient clip (55) mounted to the first side of the planar member (22) 
(column 3, lines 4-13) (See Figures 1 & 2) for the purpose of providing adequate 
anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the means to releasably mount the shopping list is the 
resilient clip mounted to the first surface of the planar member as taught by Hicks with 
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the shopping list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to 
enhance anchoring and securing small individual loose paper items. 

Regarding claim 3, Amundson et al., does not disclose the means to releasably 
mount the planar member on the flat substrate includes at least one magnet. 

Dunning teaches the means (25) to releasably mount the planar member (10) on 
the flat substrate (column 5, lines 47 - 50) includes at least one magnet (25) (column 5, 
lines 47 - 50). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the means to releasably mount the planar member of the 
flat substrate include at least one magnet as taught by Dunning with the shopping list 
writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance posting and 
mounting flexibility. 

Regarding claim 4, Amundson et al., does not disclose the at least one magnet 
including the pair of magnets mounted spaced apart on opposite ends of said second 
side of said planar member. 

Dunning teaches the at least one magnet (25) includes the pair magnets (25) 
(See Figures 2 - 7 & 10) mounted spaced apart on the opposite ends of the second 
side (See Figures 2 & 4) of the planar member (23) for the purpose of providing even 
distribution. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one magnet including the pair of magnets mounted 
spaced apart on opposite ends of the second side planar member as taught by Dunning 
with the shopping list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to 
enhance even anchoring distribution. 

3. Regarding claim 5, Amundson et al., and Hicks disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. 

However, Amundson et al., and Hicks do not disclose the at least one clip is 
hingedly mounted between the pair of magnets. 

Dunning teaches the at least one clip (22) is hingedly mounted between the pair 
of magnets (25) (See Figure 1 & 2) (column 5, lines 48 - 55) for the purpose of portable 
vertical storage. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the at least one clip is hinged mounted between the pair of 
magnets as taught by Dunning with the shopping list writing tablet and mounting system 
of Amundson et al., in order to enhance portable vertical storage. 

Regarding claim 6, Hicks further discloses at least one clip (12) includes the pair 
of clips (65 & 66) mounted so that, in their open position (See Figure 3), said apertures 
(69 & 71) on the pair of clips (65 & 66) are aligned to accept the handle (80) 



Application/Control Number: 10/826,759 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3727 

simultaneously mounted in both the apertures (69 & 71) (column 3, lines 41 -45) (See 
Figures 1-3) for the purpose of providing reliable accurate leveling and stability. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make at least one clip includes the pair of clips mounted so that, 
in their open position, said apertures on the pair of clips are aligned to accept the 
handle simultaneously mounted in both the apertures as taught by Hicks with the 
shopping list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to 
enhance reliable accurate leveling and stability. 

Regarding claim 7, Hicks further disclose wherein the planar member (22) (See 
Figure 1) is elongate between the opposite ends (See Figures 1 & 2) and wherein the 
handle (80), when mounted in the pair of apertures (69 & 71), extends laterally of the 
planar member (22) (See Figures 1-4) for the purpose of providing multi-functional 
capabilities. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the planar member is elongate between the opposite ends 
and wherein the handle, when mounted in the pair of apertures, extends laterally of the 
planar member as taught by Hicks with the shopping list writing tablet and mounting 
system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance multi-functional capabilities. 

Regarding claim 8, Amundson et al., further discloses the at least one clip (19) 
includes the pair of clips (19) (See Figure 1) mounted so that, in their open position, the 
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apertures (20) on the pair of clips (19) are aligned to accept the handle (18) 
simultaneously mounted in both the apertures (20). See Figures 1 & 3. 

Regarding claim 9, Amundson et al., further discloses the planar member (12) is 
elongate between the opposite ends (See Figure 1) and wherein the handle (18), when 
mounted in the pair of apertures (20), extends laterally of the planar member (12). See 
Figures 1 & 3. 

Regarding claim 10, Amundson et al., discloses the at least one clip (16) is the 
resilient clip (column 2, lines 25 - 27). See Figure 2. 

Furthermore, Hicks also discloses the at least one clip (55) is the resilient clip 
(column 3, lines 3-6) (See Figures 1 & 2) for the purpose of providing reliable 
anchoring. 

Regarding claim 12, Dunning discloses the friction member (29) is mounted to 
the second side of the planar member (21) (See Figure 6) so as to dispose at least the 
frictional bearing surface (See Figure 6) of the friction member (29) into alignment with 
the aperture (column 5, lines 58 - 63) (See Figure 6) for the purpose of providing 
adequate anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the friction member is mounted to the second side of the 
planar member so as to dispose at least the frictional bearing surface of the friction 
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member into alignment with the aperture as taught by Dunning with the shopping list 
writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance anchoring. 

Regarding claim 13, Dunning discloses the aperture has the vertex adjacent the 
second side of the planar member (21 ) (See Figure 6) when the at least one clip (22) is 
in the open position (See Figure 6), and wherein the frictional bearing surface is 
adjacent the vertex so as to be disposed inwardly into the aperture (See Figure 6) so 
that the handle when mounted in the aperture contacts the frictional bearing surface and 
not the vertex (column 5, lines 58 - 63) (See Figure 6) for the purpose of providing 
reliable and durable anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the aperture has the vertex adjacent the second side of 
the planar member when the at least one clip is in the open position, and wherein the 
frictional bearing surface is adjacent the vertex so as to be disposed inwardly into the 
aperture so that the handle when mounted in the aperture contacts the frictional bearing 
surface and not the vertex as taught by Dunning with the shopping list writing tablet and 
mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance anchoring. 

Regarding claim 14, Hicks discloses the friction member (73 & 74) is resilient 
(column 3, lines 30 - 34) (See Figure 1 - 4) for the purpose of providing adequate 
anchoring and prevents excess movement. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the friction member is resilient as taught by Hicks with the 
shopping list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al. ( in order to 
enhance anchoring and prevent excess movement. 

Regarding claim 15, Hicks discloses the friction member (73 & 74) extends 
between the pair of clips (65 & 66) (column 3, lines 28 - 34) (See Figures 1 - 4) for the 
purpose of providing adequate level anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the friction member extends between the pair of clips as 
taught by Hicks with the shopping list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson 
et al., in order to enhance level anchoring and prevent excess movement. 

Regarding claim 16, Hicks discloses the friction member (73 & 74) is resilient 
(column 3, lines 30 - 34) (See Figures 1-4) for the purpose of providing adequate 
anchoring and prevents excess movement. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the friction member is resilient as taught by Hicks with the 
shopping list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to 
enhance anchoring and prevent excess movement. 
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Regarding claim 17, Amundson et al. further discloses the second side of the 
planar member (12) (See Figures 1 & 3) has recesses therein (See Figure 3) formed so 
that the at least one clip (19) when in the closed position lies in the recesses. See 
Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 18, Amundson et al., discloses the closed position the at least 
one clip (19) (See Figure 3) is substantially contained within the recesses in the second 
side of said planar member (12). See Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 19, Amundson et al., discloses the hinge means (25) to provide 
the folding of the pair of clip (1 9) (See Figure 3) inward from adjacent edges of the 
second side of the planar member (12). See Figure 3. 

Regarding claim 20, Amundson et al., discloses the pair of clips (19) (See 
Figures 1 & 2) in the closed position (See Figure 3). 

However, Amundson et al., does not disclose the friction member is mounted to 
the second side of the planar member and extends in to the aperture. 

Dunning teaches the friction member (29) (column 5, lines 58 - 63) is mounted to 
the second side of the planar member (21) and extends in to the aperture (See Figure 
6) for the purpose of providing reliable anchoring. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the friction member is mounted to the second side of the 
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planar member and extends in to the aperture as taught by Dunning with the shopping 
list writing tablet and mounting system of Amundson et al., in order to enhance 
anchoring. 

4. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Amundson et al., (U.S. Patent Number 4685701 ) in view of Hicks (U.S. Patent Number 
3881267) and Montgomery (U.S. Design Patent Number 331076). Amunson et al., and 
Hicks disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 

However, Amunson et al., and Hicks do not disclose the resilient clip having the 
pair of opposed facing resilient hook-arms defining the aperture therebetween. 

Montgomery discloses the resilient clip (See Figures 1, 3 & 4) having the 
opposed facing resilient hook-arm defining the aperture therebetween (See Figures 1, 3 
&4). 

However Amunson et al., Hicks and Montgomery do not disclose the pair of 
opposed facing resilient hook-arms defining the aperture therebetween. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the pair of opposed facing resilient hook-arms defining the 
aperture therebetween, since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
working parts of the device involves only routine skill in the art. St Regis Paper Co. v. 
BemisCo., 193 USPQ 8. 
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Conclusion 



Applicant is duly reminded that a complete response must satisfy the 
requirements of 37 C.F. R. 1.111, including: "The reply must present arguments pointing 
out the specific distinctions believed to render the claims, including any newly presented 
claims, patentable over any applied references. A general allegation that the claims 
"define a patentable invention" without specifically pointing out how the language of the 
claims patentably distinguishes them from the references does not comply with the 
requirements of this section. Moreover, "The prompt development of a clear Issue 
requires that the replies of the applicant meet the objections to and rejections of the 
claims." Applicant should also specifically point out the support for any amendments 
made to the disclosure. See MPEP 2163.06 ll(A), MPEP 2163.06 and MPEP 714.02. 
The "disclosure" includes the claims, the specification and the drawings. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lester L. Vanterpool whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 8028. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:30 - 5:00) 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Newhouse can be reached on 571-272-4544. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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